6 o'clock that evening. I inquired how she did it, and she said by tying a piece of black braid tightly round its throat. I then asked her why she did it, and she said " Tor want. I could not bear to see it want for bread any longer." I said she had told a very dreadful story against herself, and inquired whether it was true, and she replied that it was too true. I asked her whether it was a boy or a girl, and she said it was a little boy, ten months old. I then took the prisoner to Brook-green Police-station, and before I did so she told me if I went to her house I should find that what she stated was true. After the prisoner was locked up I went to the place she had mentioned. It was the most miserable place I ever was in in my life. There was an old flock bed in the room, and I saw two children lying upon it, the oldest a girl, about two years old. This child was alive, but paralysed. The other child, a little boy, was dead, and I observed that a piece of wide black braid _was tightly tied round its neok. There was not a morsel of any kind of food in the room, and all the bedding that was upon the bed was an old calico sheet. I took both the children to the workhouse, and then went back to the prisoner, and she asked me if the girl was alive, and I told her that she was, and she then said si 10 could not hurt the girl because she was paralysed. The prisoner asked me what time her husband came home on the Sunday morning, and I told her at 4 o'clock. After the prisoner had been cautioned, she said again that it was too true, and she was very sorry.
Other evidence was given confirmatory of the dreadful state of misery and destitution in which the prisoner was placed at the time of the murder ; and it was deposed that prior to the act, although always reserved and quiet, she had become " more strange and dejected than usual," and had also shown a disposition to wander about without cause.
Verdict, Not Guilty on the ground of insanity.
